Museum of the History of Science

Broad Street ∙ Oxford

Current and Forthcoming Events: October – December 2009

Exhibitions

Steampunk

The first museum exhibition of Steampunk art

From 13 October 2009

Special Exhibition Gallery

An international exhibition of work by 18 renowned Steampunk artists, curated by the American artist and designer Art Donovan. This will be one of the most original shows ever mounted at MHS.

Broadsheet on Steampunk

The latest issue of Broadsheet includes a comic strip by Sydney Padua in her ‘Lovelace and Babbage’ series and a commentary on Steampunk by Brian Catling, poet, sculptor and performance artist at the Ruskin School of Drawing and Fine Art. 

Available from the Museum shop £1.00

Marconi Memorabilia

from 20 October 

Entrance Gallery

An exhibition to mark the centenary of the award of the Nobel Prize for Physics to Guglielmo Marconi in 1907.

Galileo in Print 
from 27 October 

Basement Gallery 

A display of library material to mark the 400th anniversary of Galileo’s use of the telescope to study the heavens.

Special Events

Steampunk Curator’s Talk 

Tuesday 13 October, 7 pm 

By Art Donovan 

An insider’s view of the Steampunk movement and the story of the exhibition from its curator.

Science and Technology in the History of Fashion

Tuesday 27 October, 7 pm 

Public lecture by Sue Jenkyn Jones, linked to the Steampunk exhibition.

Sue Jenkyn Jones is Course Director for the MA in Digital Fashion Technology at the London College of Fashion, University of the Arts London, a consultant to the fashion industry and author of a number of books on fashion.

Steam Silhouettes 

7 November, 2 to 4 pm 

with Kathryne Beebe and Joshua Hatton 

Your visit to the Steampunk exhibition can be memorialised by an ‘instant’ silhouette portrait, the Victorian equivalent of the Polaroid.

Gaslight 

Friday 27 November, 7 to 11 pm

The Museum’s contribution to Oxford’s ‘Christmas Light Night’ will include a late opening of the Steampunk exhibition, a family trail, performances of Victorian and Edwardian parlour songs, and a screening of Thorold Dickinson’s film ‘Gaslight’ (the original version of 1940).

Steampunk Film Evening 

Wednesday 9 December, 7 pm 

A programme of cult and new Steampunk films. Certain classic films have been inspirational for the Steampunk movement, while it in turn has inspired some contemporary film-making.

Admission to all events is free.

Family Friendly

Workshops

Booking is required call 01865 277280. 

Drawing with Leonardo 

Saturday 3 October 

Basement Gallery, 2-4pm 

Workshop exploring the use of the camera obscura to create drawings in perspective. Suitable for children aged 9 upwards.

Tick-Tock Clockwork 

Saturday 14 November 

Basement Gallery, 2-4pm Find out how a mechanical clock works and make a clockwork mechanism. 

For children aged 9 upwards. 

Voluntary materials donation £5.

Drop-In

No booking required

Lightning Strikes! 
Saturday 17 October 

Basement Gallery, 12-4pm 

Discover the power of electricity, the story of lightning, and make your own electric toy. 

Suitable for children aged 7 upwards. 

Steampunk Big Draw 

Friday 30 and Saturday 31 October 

Basement Gallery, 12-4pm 

Probably the funkiest Big Draw ever, alongside an exhibition of modern steampunk inspired by Victorian design. 

Aged 7 upwards. 

Euclid you Can! 

Saturday 28 November 

Basement Gallery, 2-4pm 

Find out about Euclid and make exciting 3-D geometric shapes out of coloured 

card. 

Suitable for children aged 7 upwards. 

Celestial Planisphere 

Saturday 12 December 

Basement Gallery, 2-4pm 

Make a special dial to show the stars based on a beautiful seventeenth century map of the heavens. 

Suitable for children aged 7 upwards.

Gallery Tours

Alchemy, Pharmacy and Photography 

Stories from the history of chemistry. 

Stephen Johnston 

Saturday 17 October, 2pm 

Astronomy in the Eighteenth Century 

History of astronomy illustrated by the Museum’s displays. 

Jim Bennett 

Saturday 14 November, 2pm 

Collections and Collectors 

Thad Parsons introduces some of the important collections in the Museum. 

Saturday 28 November, 11am 

The Marconi Collection 

A gallery talk by Jim Bennett to mark the centenary of Marconi’s Nobel Prize. 

12 December, 2pm 

Introducing the Museum 

Volunteer-led introductory tours will take place every Thursday at 2.15 and 3pm.

Free. No need to book

Table Talks

A large table in the Basement Gallery is used for informal talks and demonstrations.

Cheap and Nasty? 

Stephen Johnston presents a typical Augsburg sundial of the 18th-century 

Sunday 15 November, 2.30pm 

Sphere and astrolabe 

The armillary sphere and astrolabe for beginners 

Jim Bennett 

Sunday 13 December, 2.30pm

Free. No need to book

	October

	3
	Family Friendly Workshop
	Drawing with Leonardo
	2-4pm

	13
	Curator’s Talk
	Steampunk
	7pm

	17
	Family Friendly Drop In
	Lightning Strikes!
	12-4pm

	17
	Gallery Talk
	Alchemy, Pharmacy and Photography
	2pm

	27
	Public Lecture
	Technology and Fashion
	7pm

	30
	Family Friendly Drop In
	Steampunk Big Draw
	12-4pm

	31
	Family Friendly Drop In
	Steampunk Big Draw
	12-4pm

	November

	7
	Special Event
	Steam Silhouettes
	2-4pm

	14
	Gallery Tour
	Astronomy in the Eighteenth Century
	2pm

	14
	Family Friendly Workshop 
	Tick-Tock Clockwork
	2-4pm

	15
	Table Talk
	Augsburg Dials
	2.30pm

	27
	Late Programme
	Gaslight
	7-11pm

	28
	Gallery Tour
	Collections and Collectors
	11am

	28
	Family Friendly Drop In 
	Euclid You Can!
	2-4pm

	December

	9
	Film Evening
	Steampunk Films
	7pm

	12
	Family Friendly Drop In
	Celestial Planisphere
	2-4pm

	12
	Gallery Tour
	The Marconi Collection
	2pm

	13
	Table Talk
	Sphere and Astrolabe
	2.30pm
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