Museum of the History of Science

Broad Street ∙ Oxford

Current and Forthcoming Events: January – March 2010

Exhibitions

Steampunk

The first museum exhibition of Steampunk art

until 21st February 2010

Special Exhibition Gallery

The Steampunk exhibition has been attracting large numbers of visitors, who enjoy its ingenuity, originality and variety. Don’t miss what is likely to prove the most popular show so far in the Museum’s series of special exhibitions. You will see an international 

exhibition of work by 18 renowned Steampunk artists, curated by the American artist and 

designer Art Donovan.

Steampunk – The Next Generation

A competition for secondary schools, linked to the ‘Steampunk’ exhibition, set the following challenge: ‘To design and make a practical device for today in the 

spirit of Steampunk (though it need not actually work).’ Entries will be submitted by the end of January and an exhibition of this material opens on 13 February. 

Steampunk in Print

From 2 to 16 January, Entrance Gallery

Auction on 16 January

A display of books, magazines, comics and postcards relating to Steampunk. The contents of this exhibition will be auctioned to visitors on the Steampunk Makers’ 

Day, 16 January.

Robert Hooke and the Royal Society

From 12 January, 

Basement Gallery

A display of items from the library in the year of the Royal Society’s 350th anniversary.

Out of the Deep

From 19 January, Entrance Gallery

Underwater archaeology often uncovers everyday objects rarely found in museum ollections. This small display features a 17th-century carpenter’s rule currently on research loan from Odyssey Marine Exploration.

Special Events

Steampunk Makers’ Day

Saturday 16 January

Steampunk is for imaginative makers. This day offers ideas, materials, advice 

and inspiration. It includes:

Steampunk jewellery workshops 

with Amy Surman 

(Charge £10 includes all materials and tuition; no experience needed; booking is necessary.)

Meccano workshop 

with the Henley Society of Meccano Engineers

Stalls for buying makers’ requisites

Steampunk under the hammer 

one of MHS’s signature events: an exhibition ‘for sale’.

Steampunk Live Manikins

Saturday 30 January, 2 to 5 pm

An afternoon celebrating Steampunk fashion, ornament and jewellery, displayed by manikins in the Museum galleries. Come in your own steamwear – a chance to flaunt your favourite goggles.

10/10 Steam

Saturday 13 February

10 am to 10 pm

The latest in the Museum’s series of ‘10/10’ days. 

Open from 10 am till 10 pm for a programme of talks, music, film and activities on the theme of STEAM

Oxford and the Royal Society in the Seventeenth Century

Tuesday 9 March, 7 pm

Public lecture by Dr William Poole

The Royal Society of London was founded in 1660, so celebrates its 350th anniversary in 2010. Oxford played an important part in its early history and the Museum occupies the only surviving building from the programme for the improvement of natural knowledge that inspired the Society’s foundation. Dr William Poole of New College, who will curate the Bodleian Library’s exhibition this year on the life and work of John Aubrey, contributes to our year-long season of events at the Museum on the 17th-century story of Oxford and the Royal Society.

Family Friendly

Workshops

Booking is required call 01865 277280. 

Galileo’s Telescope

Saturday 23 January

Basement Gallery, 2-4pm

Discover the secrets of Galileo’s invention and make your own working telescope. 

Suitable for children aged 9 upwards.

Voluntary materials donation £5.

Armillary Spheres

Saturday 20 February

Basement Gallery, 2-4pm

Find out how an armillary sphere works and make your own working model. Help with 

cutting card may be required.

Suitable for children aged 9 upwards.

Drop-In

No booking required

Cabinet of Curiosity
Saturday 9 January 

Basement Gallery, 2-4pm

Follow a special trail and then make your own cabinet of curiosities.

Suitable for children aged 5-11.

Magical Movies

Saturday 6 February

Basement Gallery, 2-4pm

What did the Victorians know about the moving image? Find out by making your own magical movie toy.

Suitable for children aged 7-13.

Making Micrographia

Thursday 18 February

Friday 19 February

Basement Gallery, 12-4pm

Discover the tiny world of the microscope. Make drawings and marvellous 

monoprints.

Suitable for children aged 7 upwards.

Eyeballs and Other Things

Saturday 6 March

Basement Gallery, 2-4pm

Dissection of eyeballs and curious visual experiments will help you understand what it is to see.

Suitable for children aged 9 upwards.

Make a Paper Globe

Saturday 20 March

Basement Gallery, 2-4pm

Discover how globes are made and make your own paper globe.

Suitable for children aged 7 upwards.

Gallery Tours

Collectors and Collections

Jim Bennett introduces some of the important collections in the Museum.

Saturday 2 January, 2pm

Masters of the Craft

The world of early instrument makers, with Stephen Johnston.

Saturday 6 February, 2pm

The Old Ashmolean and the Royal Society

A new building for science in 17th-century Oxford, with Jim Bennett.

Saturday 6 March, 12 noon, 2pm, 4pm

Introducing the Museum

Volunteer-led introductory tours will take place every Thursday at 2.15 and 3pm.

Free. No need to book

Table Talks

A large table in the Basement Gallery is used for informal talks and demonstrations.

Numbers by Machine

Stephen Johnston presents the arithmometer, the first commercial calculating machine.

Sunday 17 January, 2.30pm

The Regiomontanus Sundial

Jim Bennett looks closely at a complex portable sundial from the 16th century and asks what it was really for.

Sunday 14 March, 2.30pm

Heaven and Earth Combined

Investigating a geographical astrolabe with Stephen Johnston.

Sunday 28 March, 2.30pm

Free. No need to book

JANUARY

2. Gallery Tour - Collectors and Collections - 2pm

9. Family Friendly Drop In - Cabinet of Curiosity - 2-4pm

16. Day of Activities - Steampunk Makers’ Day - 10am-5pm

17. Table Talk - Numbers by Machine - 2.30pm

23. Family Friendly Workshop  - Galileo’s Telescope - 2-4pm

30. Special Event - Steampunk - Live Manikins - 2-5pm

FEBRUARY

6. Family Friendly Drop In - Magical Movies - 2-4pm

6. Gallery Tour - Masters of the Craft - 2pm

13. Activities All Day - 10/10 STEAM - 10am-10pm

18. Family Friendly Drop In - Making Micrographia - 12-4pm

19. Family Friendly Drop In - Making Micrographia - 12-4pm

20. Family Friendly Workshop - Armillary Spheres - 2-4pm

MARCH

6. Gallery Tours - Old Ashmolean and the Royal Society - 12, 2, 

4pm

6. Family Friendly Drop In - Eyeballs and Other Things - 2-4pm

9. Public Lecture - Oxford and the Royal Society - 7pm

14. Table Talk - The Regiomontanus Sundial - 2.30pm

20. Family Friendly Drop In - Make a Paper Globe 2-4pm
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