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EXHIBITIONS
Eccentricity
Special Exhibition Gallery until 16 October
Already a popular favourite, the Eccentricity exhibition continues over the summer. Drawing on surprising and bizarre items from the reserve collection, the exhibition reveals many unexpected objects - from the astrolabe of Nostradamus to a Japanese mechanical fly-trap. Whether revealing their own fascinating stories or reminding us of the eccentricity of their owners, this exhibition of strange wonders is not to be missed.
Elliott Brothers

Entrance Gallery

Until 31 July

A display of one of the most important scientific instrument manufacturers in Britain in the 19th and 20th centuries. To celebrate the recent cataloguing of the Museum’s collection of Elliott Brothers instruments, we have selected from their broad range of production: from electrical measurement to speedometers, model steam engines to drawing instruments.
All in the Mind? Experimental Psychology in Oxford

Entrance Gallery

From 2 August
An institute for experimental psychology was first set up in Oxford 75 years ago. To mark the occasion we have assembled an exhibition based on original apparatus from the department. The variety of the subject is revealed by the wide range of its devices, from the wartime selection of fighter pilots to electronic event recorders for teaching.
Treasures from the Museum Library

Basement Gallery

From 5 July

A small selection of some of the finest volumes from the Library collection.
Special EVENTS
Eccentricity: Public Lecture Series
Crackpots and Eggheads: Eccentricity in Natural History

Tuesday 19 July, 7pm

Dr Brian Regal is Assistant Professor for the History of Science, Kean University, New Jersey. This lecture draws on his most recent book ‘Searching for Sasquatch: Crackpots, Eggheads, and Cryptozoology’ (2011).
Simon Forman: Astrology, Medicine and Quackery in Elizabethan England

Tuesday 27 September, 7pm

Dr Lauren Kassell is senior lecturer in the history of science at the University of Cambridge. Her lecture is staged to mark the launch of a website for the medical casebooks of Simon Forman and coincides with the 400th anniversary of Forman’s death.

From Alligator Wrestling to Fossil Skeletons: Scientific Eccentricity in the Early 19th Century

Tuesday 23 August, 7pm

Dr Vicky Carroll is the manager of the William Morris Gallery and Vestry House Museum in Walthamstow and the author of Science and Eccentricity: Collecting, Writing and Performing Science for Early Nineteenth-Century Audiences (2008).
Eccentricity Summer Quiz

Friday 5 August, 7pm

An eccentric adaptation of the pub quiz format, with questions on science and oddities past and present. Expect the unexpected! Enter a team of three or four, or come along and join a scratch team on the night. Drinks and prizes.

Alice’s Day

Saturday 9 July 2-4pm

Contributing to an Oxfordshire-wide day of events celebrating Alice in Wonderland.

Alice’s Album

A family friendly drop-in. Discover early photography, explore the museum with a camera, and help us create Alice’s album. Children age 7 upwards.
Admission to all special events is free.

The Animated Tea Party

Alice, the Mad Hatter and the March Hare invite you to film your own stop motion animation at their wondrous tea party. Make teacups appear to dance, bizarre teapots pour in unusual ways, or create scrumptious sandwiches and cakes as if by magic! A family friendly drop-in with Emma Dougherty of StopMoGo.
The Fourth Plinth

1 August - 16 October

. Unable to secure a spot in Trafalgar Square? Try for a place on the Museum’s empty fourth plinth. We will be displaying unusual and eccentric objects submitted by the public in our Entrance Gallery. Check the museum’s website for full instructions.

www.mhs.ox.ac.uk/4thplinth
Cont act
Keep in touch!

Support the work of the

Museum by becoming a member.

For an annual subscription of £10 you will receive the quarterly programmes, issues of Broadsheet and an invitation to an annual party.

www.mhs.ox.ac.uk/join-us
Subscribe to our free mailing list to receive a monthly e-newsletter with details of events and exhibitions.
Follow us on twitter www.twitter.com/MHSOxford for ECCENTRICITY facts and more.

Library

The Museum’s library is open to students, academics and members of the public 9am - 1pm and 2pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday.

For enquiries and appointments

email library@mhs.ox.ac.uk

or call 01865 277278
Education Service

The Museum offers a range of taught sessions suitable for primary and secondary key stages, as well as workshops and Study Days for sixth formers and advanced students.

Further information can be found at: www.mhs.ox.ac.uk/education
Publication

Broadsheet is an occasional publication communicating the work of the Museum; it is published on the website and printed for sale. 

Museum opening hours

Tuesday to Friday 12.00-17.00

Saturday 10.00-17.00

Sunday 14.00-17.00

Closed on Mondays

ADMISSION FREE

MUSEUM of the
 HISTORY of
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Broad Street, Oxford OX1 3AZ

tel: 01865 277280

email: museum@mhs.ox.ac.uk

www.mhs.ox.ac.uk
Family Friendly
WORKSHOPS
Book on 01865 277280 email: museum@mhs.ox.ac.uk

Chinese Fire-Clocks

Saturday 3 September

Basement Gallery, 2-4pm

Make a model of a Chinese fire-clock and try it out at home!

Suitable for ages 7-13.
Free
Balloons and Barometers

Saturday 17 September

Basement Gallery, 2-4pm

Discover the dreams and ambitions of the eighteenth-century pioneers of ballooning and make a model.

Suitable for ages 9-13.

Voluntary materials contribution £3
DROP IN
Free, No booking required
Alice Day

Saturday 9 July

See Special Events
Lino-block Printing

Saturday 23 July

Basement Gallery, 12-4pm

Make linocut designs inspired by the museum’s collection and try out a mechanical printing press.

Suitable for ages 6 upwards.

Summer Trails and Activities

23 July – 5 September

Discover amazing instruments and devious devices: help yourself to trails and activities.

Cabinet of Curiosities

Saturday 6 August

Basement Gallery, 1-4pm

Discover unusual objects and put together your own cabinet of curiosities.

Suitable for children aged 5-11.

Send a Message SOS

Saturday 20 August

Basement Gallery, 12-4pm

Discover Morse code and use the museum’s telegraphic apparatus to unravel a mystery message.

Suitable for all aged 7 upwards

Accessories for Eccentrics

Tuesday 30 August – Thursday 1 September

Basement Gallery, 2-4pm

Make an eccentric hat, badge or key-ring inspired by ‘Eccentricity’ and the Museum’s collection.
Talks
Gallery Tours

Free, No need to book. 

Elliott Brothers

An introduction to this temporary exhibition with Stephen Johnston.

Saturday 23 July, 2pm

Eccentricity

A guide to the special exhibition led by curator Jim Bennett.

Saturday 13 August, 2pm

Saturday 11 September, 11am

Hidden Creatures

Discovering unexpected animals in the permanent collection, with Stephen Johnston.

Saturday 3 September, 2pm
Table talks
Free, No need to book. 

An eccentricity-themed twist to our series of talks focusing on individual objects in the Museum’s collection.
Charles Babbage and the Difference Engine

Stephen Johnston

Sunday 10 July, 2.30pm

“New Discoveries in Pneumatics!”
Jim Bennett

Sunday 14 August,

2.30pm discover the history of the museum and some hidden gems of the collection in volunteer-led tours.

Every Thursday at 2.15 and 3pm

Our exceptional volunteer guides won a Marsh Trust Volunteers for Museum Learning Award 2011, receiving their award at a British museum ceremony on 23 June.
Introducing the Museum
Discover the history of the museum and some hidden gems of the collection in volunteer-led tours.

Every Thursday at 2.15 and 3pm

Our exceptional volunteer guides won a Marsh Trust Volunteers for Museum Learning Award 2011, receiving their award at a British museum ceremony on 23 June.

Current loan

The Museum’s instruments often feature in special exhibitions in other museums.
A rare paper astrolabe by Georg Hartmann of Nuremberg dated 1542 is going to the Harvard Art Museum for their exhibition ‘Prints and the Pursuit of Knowledge’ from 6 September to 1 December.
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