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Moonstruck 
Entrance Gallery, unti l 1 March

With the support of 
the Woodmansterne 
Art Conservati on Fund 
the Museum has had a 
remarkable 17th-century 
painti ng of an alchemical 
laboratory conserved. On 
its return to the Museum 
it is displayed along with 
other alchemical images 
and manuscripts from 
the archives.

Alchemy and the Laboratory 
10 March – 7 June
Basement Gallery

The Moon is the Earth’s nearest 
neighbour in space, its constant 
companion and an object of wonder 
and study throughout history. 
This exhibiti on demonstrates the 
inspirati onal power of the Moon 
both in and beyond science. It draws 
on the depth of the Museum’s 
collecti on, ranging from moon maps 
to ti de tables and from astrological 
astrolabes to amulets.



The Art Club
Throughout the Museum
13 January – 1 March

A display of artwork from the Key Stage 
2 Art Club of St Mary and St John CE 
Primary School. In a collaborati ve project 
with the Museum to achieve the Discover 
Arts Award, the children used museum 
visits as inspirati on, taking photographs, 

A Dream of Homunculi
10 March – 7 June
Basement Gallery 

Arti st Charles Ogilvie and curator Vid Simoniti  
have collaborated to conjure up the world of 
alchemy with a video installati on inspired by the 
alchemical dream of creati ng life in the laboratory. 
The ‘homunculus’ was a miniature man, oft en 
drawn in alchemical manuscripts of the 16th 

and 17th centuries. 
The installati on is 
complemented by the 
display of Alchemy and 
the Laboratory in the 
same gallery.

A
RT @

M
H

S

The Art Club
Throughout the Museum
13 January – 1 March

A display of artwork from the Key Stage 
2 Art Club of St Mary and St John CE 
Primary School. In a collaborati ve project 
with the Museum to achieve the Discover 
Arts Award, the children used museum 
visits as inspirati on, taking photographs, 
making drawings and 
then researching their 
own objects. See their 
creati ve responses 
including 3D objects, 
drawings and the 
journals describing 
their learning journey.
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Public Lecture | Tuesday 27 January, 7pm
Aft er hundreds of years of scienti fi c study it’s easy to 
imagine that the Moon is well-understood. However, 
we sti ll know surprisingly litt le about its origin. Professor 
Alex Halliday (University of Oxford) discusses the many 
competi ng theories being debated today about how the 
Moon was formed.

Neuroscience in Oxford: 
Four Centuries of Discovery
Public Lecture | Thursday 19 March, 7pm
Professor Zoltán Molnár (University of Oxford) is a leading 
expert in brain development. In this lively and engaging talk 
he uses original material to explore the colourful history of 
neuroscience research in Oxford, where the fi eld of neurology 
was actually founded. Learn about the characters and 
developments that have shaped over 400 years of innovati on 
and how these discoveries are relevant today.

Inside the Brain
Friday 20 – Sunday 22 March, during opening hours 
To coincide with Internati onal Brain Awareness 
week a series of interacti ve acti viti es will investi gate 
fascinati ng questi ons about the brain. Come and 
try for yourself a series of fun and illuminati ng 
experiments and get up close and personal with 
Oxford neuroscienti sts from a range of scienti fi c fi elds.  
There will be something for all ages from 6 upwards.

Returning To The Moon
Public Lecture | Tuesday 24 February, 7pm
The Google Lunar XPRIZE is a $30 million 
competi ti on to land a privately-funded robot on the 
Moon. Professor Alan Wells is one of the XPRIZE 
judges and here provides an insight into the prize, 
the competi ng teams and their proposed missions 
to the Moon. Professor Wells is Emeritus Professor 
of the University of Leicester where he was 
Founding Director of the Space Research Centre.

OXFORD
NEUROSCIENCE



GALLERY TOURS 
Stairway to Heaven
Saturday 28 February, 2.30pm
To complement the Bodleian 
Library’s Remembering Radcliff e 
exhibiti on, Stephen Johnston 
presents an astronomical tour 
focusing on the large instruments 
from Oxford’s Radcliff e 
Observatory on our staircase.

Laboratory Life
Sunday 15 March, 2.30pm
The Museum’s Basement Gallery 
was once a chemical laboratory. 
Discover its story and the material 
displayed in our Alchemy and the 
Laboratory exhibiti on.

Museum Highlights
Every Thursday 2.30pm, 3.15pm
Every Saturday 12.30pm, 1.15pm
Join our team of excepti onal 
volunteer guides to fi nd out more 
about the stories behind the 
objects and the history of our very 
special building.
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TABLE TALKS
A large table in the Basement 
Gallery is used for informal talks 
and demonstrati ons.

Trains, Zeppelins and X-Rays
Sunday 11 January, 2.30pm
A behind-the-scenes look at 
preparati ons for our next major 
exhibiti on, with the ingenious 
physics apparatus of Henry 
Moseley.  

Table-Top Universe
Sunday 8 February, 
2.30pm
Stephen Johnston demonstrates 
the workings of the solar system 
with a table orrery from about 1800.
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The Museum regularly lends to 
exhibiti ons around the world. 
Christoph Schissler’s ornate 
geometrical quadrant of 1579 (inv. 
48659) will be on display in the 
exhibiti on The Ott oman Orient in 

physics apparatus of Henry 
Moseley.  

Table-Top Universe
Sunday 8 February, 
2.30pm
Stephen Johnston demonstrates 
the workings of the solar system 

Gallery Relaunch

Our Special Exhibiti ons Gallery 
is undergoing a facelift  this 
winter. New lighti ng, wall 
panels, display technology, and 
showcases will improve the space, 
which reopens in May with an 
exhibiti on on Henry Moseley, the 
brilliant young physicist who was 
killed at Gallipoli in 1915. The 
refurbishment is supported by 
the DCMS/Wolfson Museums & 
Galleries Improvement Fund. 

Renaissance 
Art between 
February and 
September, fi rst  
in Brussels and 
then in Krakow.
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We suggest a donati on of £1 per child for 
family acti viti es at the Museum, unless 
noted otherwise. Your contributi on helps 
the Museum to maintain an exciti ng and 
varied programme of acti viti es for families.

FAMILY FRIENDLY ACTIVITIES
There are lots of exciti ng and engaging acti viti es for children and families to 
enjoy. Explore the Museum with a help-yourself trail or come along to one of 
the drop-in sessions from our lively programme.

Trails
Explore our collecti on with self-
guided trails. Pick up a trail sheet 
at the Family Friendly Trolley in the 
Entrance Gallery.

Magical Movies
Saturday 3 January, 1-4pm
What did the Victorians know about 
the moving image? Find out and make 
your own magical movie toy.
Suitable for 
children aged 6+.

Cabinet of Curiositi es
Saturday 17 January, 2-4pm
Discover unusual objects in the 
museum and add them to your own 
cabinet of curiositi es.
Suitable for children aged 5-11.

Clever Kaleidoscopes
Saturday 31 January, 2-4pm
Make a clever 
kaleidoscope and create 
amazing symmetrical 
patt erns!
Suitable for age 6+.

Chinese Dragon 
Fire-Clocks
Thursday 19 – Friday 20 February, 
1-4pm
Make a working Chinese dragon fi re-
clock to celebrate Chinese New Year 
and try out at home!
Drop-in suitable for ages 7+.
Suggested materials donati on £3.

Stars and Planets
Saturday 28 February, 2-4pm
Follow your stars, make an amazing 
star dial or paper plate planetarium.
Suitable for ages 7-13.

Hooked on Inventi on!
Saturday 14 March, 10-4pm
An extended day of talks, 
demonstrati ons and hands-on 
acti viti es celebrati ng the 350th 
anniversary of the remarkable Robert 
Hooke. Discover curious facts and 
ingenious objects, from 17th-century 
experiments with microscopes 
and the air-pump to present-day 
challenges of science and engineering.
Suitable for all the family.

Easter Trail
21 March – 19 April
During opening hours

Challenge yourself to the 
Mathemati cal Mystery Trail. Help 
yourself from the Entrance Gallery.
Suitable for age 7 upwards.

Making Micrographia
Saturday 28 March, 12-4pm
Use microscopes and lenses 
to draw insects and other 
ti ny things, and then 
make magical 
monoprints.
Suitable for 
children aged 7+.
 

your own magical movie toy.

children aged 6+.

Cabinet of Curiositi es



3 Family Friendly Drop In Magical Movies 1-4pm
11 Table Talk Trains, Zeppelins and X-Rays 2.30pm
17 Family Friendly Drop In Cabinet of Curiositi es 2-4pm
27 Public Lecture Where Did the Moon Come From? 7pm
31 Family Friendly Drop In Clever Kaleidoscopes 2-4pm

8 Table Talk Table-Top Universe 2.30pm
19-20 Family Friendly Drop In Chinese Dragon Fire-Clocks 1-4pm
24 Public Lecture Returning To The Moon 7pm
28 Gallery Tour Stairway to Heaven 2.30pm
28 Family Friendly Drop In Stars and Planets 2-4pm

14 Special Event Hooked on Inventi on! 10-4pm
15 Gallery Tour Laboratory Life 2.30pm
19 Public Lecture Neuroscience in Oxford 7pm
20-22 Special Event Inside the Brain 12-5
28 Family Friendly Drop In Making Micrographia 12-4

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH
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new opening 
hours 

From 2 January we will 
be open from 

Tuesday to Sunday, 
12 – 5pm

Looking for curious gift s? 
Visit the Museum shop 
in the Entrance Gallery. 



In
fo

r
m

a
ti

o
n New Opening Hours

From 2 January 2015
Tuesday to Sunday 12.00-17.00
Closed on Mondays
The new hours will simplify visit 
planning and they also bett er match 
observed visiti ng patt erns.

ADMISSION FREE 
Donati ons welcome
Entry, educati on and events are free, 
but a small donati on of £3 helps in a 
big way. Thank you for your support.

Accessibility
Due to restricti ons in our 17th-century 
building, disabled access can only be 
provided to the Basement Gallery and 
Special Exhibiti on Gallery.

Shop
Looking for curious and inspiring gift s? 
Visit the Museum shop in the Entrance 
Gallery.

Stay Connected
Join our mailing list to receive the 
monthly email newslett er. Visit the 
website and add yourself to the list.

Broad Street, Oxford OX1 3AZ
tel: 01865 277280 
email: museum@mhs.ox.ac.uk 
www.mhs.ox.ac.uk

Research Visits
The collecti ons are available to 
researchers by appointment.
For enquiries and appointments 
email: collecti ons@mhs.ox.ac.uk

Educati on 
The Museum off ers a range of 
taught sessions suitable for primary 
and secondary schools, as well as 
workshops and Study Days for sixth 
formers and advanced students.
See www.mhs.ox.ac.uk/educati on

Venue Hire
The galleries and seminar room are 
available for dayti me and evening hire.
Contact museum@mhs.ox.ac.uk

Image Library
Images from the collecti ons can be 
licensed. Visit the website to make a 
request.

Tell Us What You Think
We welcome your feedback. Email us 
at museum@mhs.ox.ac.uk or complete 
the kiosk survey in the Entrance Gallery.

@MHSOxford

Museum of the History 
of Science, Oxford

MHS Oxford


