PRESS RELEASE SUPPLEMENT

Wireless World: Marconi and the making of radio

Information for the technical press

The exhibition has two main purposes: to celebrate the presentation of the Marconi Collection to the University of Oxford, and to demonstrate the development of wireless radio in relation to Marconi – from his early demonstrations on Salisbury Plain in 1896 through to the development of public broadcasting in the early 1920s.

The exhibition uses a number of unique objects and documents relating to the early history of radio, some of which are on public display for the first time.  The overall narrative of this exhibition is divided into four chronological time periods sections.  

The first section explores Marconi’s early experiments and development with wireless.  Objects displayed in this section include a Grasshopper Send-Receive Morse Key (c. 1899) as used in early wireless experiments, Marconi’s Parabolic Transmitter and Receiver (1896) from his demonstrations on Salisbury Plain, Marconi’s Tuned Transmitter (1899) as used for the basis of his famous ‘7777’ patent, and an early experimental Fleming valve (c. 1889).  Documents include the first commercial wireless message as sent by Lord Kelvin, and sections of the diary and notebooks of G. S. Kemp, Marconi’s technical assistant.  The later part of this section deals with Marconi’s 1901 transatlantic transmissions and includes the receiver, Billi condenser, self-restoring coherer, and signal kite used in this historical event.

The second section investigates the applications and use of early Marconi radio technology.  Objects in this section include the first portable wireless transmitter used in the British Army (1907), and a Marconi Crystal Receiver Type 31C (1910).  A major subsection explores the dramatic involvement of wireless telegraphy in the Titanic disaster and includes a number of key wireless messages.

The third section deals with the use of Marconi radio in the First World War.  Objects include a Marconi Crystal Receiver Type 16 (1916), a Forward Spark ‘B’ Wavemeter (c. 1918), and a Marconi Bellini-Tosi Direction Finder (c. 1916).  Documents include an intercepted message announcing the outbreak of the war, and a Zeppelin tracking chart from 1916.

The fourth and concluding section explores the birth of public broadcasting and includes a number of unique and exciting radio sets relating to this dramatic development in the history of radio.  These include a Marconi Crystal Junior Receiver Type RB2 (1922), a Marconiphone Universal Baby Crystal Receiver (c. 1924), and a Marconiphone Two-Valve Receiver Type V2 (1923).  Also included is the Telephone Microphone No 100L (1920) used and signed by Dame Melba broadcast during her historic broadcast from Chelmsford on 15 June 1920.

This exhibition is sure to excite and entertain any individual with even a passing interest in the history of radio and is a must-see for any radio enthusiast. 

